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Number of plACes per progrAmme: 65 ‘Social Care is a profession committed to the
planning and delivery of quality care and other
support services for individuals and groups with
identified needs.’ 

Share and Lalor (2009) Applied Social Care

Graduates of Social Care will work in partnership with those who

experience marginalisation or disadvantage in our society.  Social care

practitioners work in a wide variety of settings and with diverse groups

of people: children and adolescents in residential care, people with

learning or physical disabilities, people with drug/alcohol dependency

and the homeless, to name but a few.

Social Care practitioners typically work in a direct person-to-person

capacity with service users. They will try to provide an environment in

which various social, educational and relationship interventions can take

place where the service user lives.  

Why study Social Care at IT Tralee?

Social Care at the ITT is delivered through a blend of lectures, workshops

and two full semesters of off-site, supervised practice placement. It is

essential that students develop practical working skills in a variety of real-

world settings so that they can demonstrate their competence in

performing social care roles.  To make sure that graduates are fully

prepared for the diversity that this job offers, field work visits and work

placements are an integral part of the course. Typically, social care

workers work together in multi-disciplinary teams and as such, it is very

important to develop these collaborative and team-working skills at

undergraduate level. 

Graduates of the BA in Social Care can progress to an add-on level 8

programme in Social Care. This add-on year encourages more

independent learning and emphasises high standards of academic

attainment. It also allows the student the space to develop strong

research skills and provides a theoretical background in the area of policy

making, thus preparing the level 8 graduate for leadership roles in the

sector. 

www.ittralee.ie



What are my Career Opportunities? 

Career options exist in a variety of settings, including the Health Service

Executive (HSE) and the substantial voluntary and community sectors.

Areas include residential care, outreach, alcohol/drug dependency, family

support, community care, older people, juvenile justice and community

childcare services. Graduates can also work as carers of children with

special needs and carers of adults with special needs and/or behavioural

difficulties. 

Community care workers are involved in providing outreach and family

support services for children and adults living at home. 

www.ittralee.ie

What our graduates say about us:

‘My experiences at IT Tralee helped me to grow both

personally and professionally and confirmed to me that

choosing to study Social Care was the right decision. A

combination of lectures, workshops, seminars and practice

placements gave me a comprehensive understanding of

social care practice and provided me with skills and

confidence necessary to work within the social care field. I

enjoyed studying at this small but innovative campus and

one of my most memorable experiences was the

approachability of lecturers. There was a lot of face to face

interaction with lecturers who were immensely supportive

and considerate of each student. Being taught by lecturers

with a passion was inspirational and encouraging. During

my studies at IT Tralee I had an opportunity to go to Norway

for my work placement, through a study abroad programme.

This was an exciting and stimulating experience that

broadened my horizons. Completing my studies at IT Tralee

gave me confidence to pursue my academic career further

and go onto the international master’s programme in Social

Work and Human Rights in Sweden which I completed in

2014.’

Magdalena Skalecka,  graduate of the BA in Social Care

(2008-2011) who also proceeded to graduate from the

Add-On level 8 or BA (Hon) in Social Care in 2012

What employers say about our graduates:

‘The BA is Social Care at the Institute of Technology, Tralee

is a well delivered course equipping students with the

relevant and necessary skills to  become part of a vibrant

workforce in the delivery of social care.’

Colette Walsh, 

Director of Human Resources, TUSLA

What our students say about us:

‘Social Care is a fantastic course with a wide range of

modules to build your skills year after year. The IT Tralee is

a fantastic college with everyone willing to help. I would

recommend the Social Care course to anyone who has an

interest in this area.’

Petrina Comerford, BA Social Care, Year 2

‘I am happy that I have chosen to study Social Care in ITT.

The lecturers are very helpful and understanding. Before I

came I thought I would have difficulties as English is

not my first Language but I was wrong. I love the course

more now and am very interested to go further after my level

7 degree. It may not be easy at the beginning but trust me

a little push will yield great rewards. You will not be left on

your own without any assistance. The lecturers are great and

ready to listen. All the students in the Social Care class are

respected and given equal opportunities to learn.’

eunice Usifoh Ijiogbor, BA Social Care, Year 2
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What do people say?


